Cerebral syncope in a patient with spinal cord injury.
An 80-year-old patient suffering from traumatic paraplegia due to spinal cord compression was admitted due to recurrent orthostatic syncope. Tilt table testing revealed that the patient lost consciousness without hypotension. Doppler flow measurements of the middle cerebral arteries showed a significant decrease in diastolic velocity during syncope without systemic hypotension. Treatment with beta-blockers was highly effective. The patient suffered from cerebral blood flow disregulation probably due to abnormal baroreceptor responses triggered during orthostatic stress. This is the first reported case of a patient with spinal cord injury suffering from such an unusual cause of syncope.